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Florida’s First and the Nation’s Largest Diverging Diamond Interchange is Fully Operational 



  

After only 2 years of construction, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is 
proud to say the state’s first Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) at I-75 and University 
Parkway is fully operational. All 12 lanes, 6 eastbound and 6 westbound, opened to traffic 
on time and prior to the start of the World Rowing Championships.  
 

“This new design will improve the efficiency of the interchange, provide a better commute 
on both University Parkway and I-75, and increase safety for motorists, cyclists and      
pedestrians. FDOT is also proud we were able to meet our commitment to the community 
by getting this interchange fully opened prior to the World Rowing Championships.”     
remarked FDOT District One Secretary LK Nandam, P.E.  
 

The largest interchange of its kind in the U.S. debuted its unique crossover traffic pattern 
on May 21st and since implementation, has received rave reviews from drivers for ease of 
use, elimination of severe traffic backups, and improved overall traffic flow. FDOT specif-
ically chose the DDI for its superior performance and safety benefits for motorists and   
pedestrians while moving high volumes of traffic through the interchange, including the 
high volumes of left-turns to reach the interstate.  
 

FDOT’s contractor, Prince Contracting LLC, met contractual obligations by fully opening 

the DDI to traffic in July. The project is substantially complete. The remaining work      

includes installation of the final layer of asphalt on both University Parkway and I-75 and 

placement of final striping on the lanes. These activities are scheduled to take place during 

nighttime/overnight hours. Construction was suspended from September 16th through  

October 2nd to minimize impacts to traffic during the World Rowing Championships,    

anticipated to draw over 1,000 athletes and 40,000 spectators from all over the world.  

In addition to constructing the nation’s largest DDI, two three-lane bridges were demol-

ished and reconstructed, the widest temporary bridge in the U.S. was launched and        

removed, four-miles of interstate was widened by adding one auxiliary lane in each direc-

tion, four three-lane bridges were widened, and a 22-foot-tall 5,500-foot-long noise wall 

was constructed. Over 160 LED street lights were installed along with new signal mast 

arms, 12,000 LFT of guardrail, and an extensive amount of drainage pipe. An educational 

outreach plan was executed that reached over 5,000 motorists and residents. A beautifica-

tion and landscaping project is anticipated to begin in spring 2018 under a separate con-

tract.  

“The new interchange will significantly benefit the residents of Sarasota and Manatee   
Counties as well as the millions of visitors who come to see this beautiful area of our 
state.” said FDOT Secretary Mike Dew.                                                                                                   
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A Note From L.K.  

It is amazing how our priorities adjust as the challenges we face change.  I 

was going to discuss the third and last of my goals, community success, in 
this article.  Something called “Irma” changed this plan.  Instead, I am going 

to focus on Irma and how events like this bring out the best in us. 

I am sure you followed the storm path like me hoping it would turn to the 
north sooner than later.  Then, it became inevitable; Irma would impact our 
state.  Then, the selfish side of me kicked in with hope the impact would be 
minimal to our district.  Well, that did not turn out the way I hoped and we 
took the direct hit. 

Nobody hopes to get impacted by a storm event.  I think you all would agree this turned out better than 
what we expected from a direct hit.  Some of our folks were impacted but it could have been worse.  I am 
hoping for speedy recovery to those impacted by the storm and let’s do everything we can to help out our 
DOT family. 
 
Preparation is the key to success.  We were prepared, thanks to the efforts of our emergency management 
team.  Having a well laid out Emergency Management Plan, ensuring everyone knows their roles and     
responsibilities and going through the key steps preparing for the impending storm is why we were so   
successful in our response. 
 
Every office that had a role in either pre-event preparation or post storm response have done an outstanding 
job. Our Operations centers were well prepared with pre-identified windshield assessment routes, our dam-
age assessment teams were well prepared pre-event to ensure quick response after the storm, our contracts 
folks in Maintenance, Procurement and Work Program were on the ball setting up pre-event contracts and 
emergency contracts.  Our facilities team was prepared with pre-event assessments of our buildings and 
were outstanding when called upon to help with generator problems.  The list can go on and on.  We have 
an amazing team that worked long hours and were away from their families to make sure our District was 
ready to respond, even to the extent of not preparing their own home maybe as well as they’d like to make 
sure the citizens of Florida could evacuate and return safety. 
 
I would like to thank the staff who volunteered to work in the EOC. They stayed 
away from their families through the storm.  I was at the EOC when the storm 
passed over Bartow and let me tell you it was nerve racking, not only ex-
periencing the storm effects but also wondering how my home 
fared and making sure my family was safe. I can imagine the others 
in the EOC felt the same way.  As bad as things were in Bartow, 
other areas in the District may have been even worse. I’m sure 
every employee had similar fears for their homes and property. 
Thanks to everyone’s hard work, we came out shining with our 
response to the impacts of Hurricane Irma. I am proud to lead such 
a committed group of individuals.  As I spoke to some of you, you 
shared experiences where your coworkers went out of their way to help 
others. Thank you to those that gave a sup- porting hand to your co-workers 
making them feel that they have a family here. 
 
For now we will continue focusing on getting things cleaned up, fixed and back to normal for our personal 

lives, the Department, our communities and the citizens of Florida.   

Good luck and thank you for your dedicated service in such a challenging situation. 

https://pixabay.com/en/photos/fountain pen/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hurricane_Irma
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Southeastern Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
 

Thanks to all of the students who applied for the 2017 Scholarships as well as the parents who supported these students.  
They were amazing!   
Thanks, as well, to our District representatives, D’Juan Harris (Intermodal Systems Development) and Timothy Brown 
(District Maintenance), for their time and initiative for serving on the Scholarship Committee.  They had the rewarding 
task of evaluating and interviewing the applicants.   

We also viewed the site for the next DDI on Fruitville Road, the noise wall, the site for the Lakewood Ranch     

extension, and the site for the Cattleman Ranch overpass.    

 On August 4, 2017 the Legal Team sched-

uled a site visit to walk the new Diverging 

Diamond Interchange (DDI).    
 

Lawrence Massey was our tour guide during 

the walk. He said we were the first FDOT  

employees to actually walk through the DDI.  
 

For us it was an exciting and educational  

experience because we advise on and litigate 

matters dealing with the DDI’s so it  helps to 

visit and understand the technical; aspects of 

these structures. 

 Legal Team visits the  

Diverging Diamond Interchange Project 
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Molly received the SASHTO 
Secretary Scholarship in the 
amount of $1,550.00. 
 

She is a graduate of the      
International Baccalaureate 
Program at Bartow High 
School, where she was on   
Varsity Tennis Team and 
Swim Team and was Student  
Government President with   
a 4.7 Grade Point Average. 

She volunteered many hours teaching art to       
children at Valley View Elementary School.  Molly 
has been accepted into the honors program at  
University of Florida (Go Gators!) where she plans 
to major in Biochemistry.  She hopes to become a 
surgeon. 
 

Molly is the daughter of Don Conway - Legal. 

Molly is an accomplished artist and her art has 
been exhibited in public art shows and galleries.  

 

  

Franzo completed both his 

freshman and sophomore 

years at George Jenkins High 

School in Lakeland and 

graduated from Estero High 

School in Fort Myers.   
 

He currently attends Florida 

Gulf Coast University and 

will begin his sophomore 

year in the fall.   

Franzo is majoring in civil engineering. His career 
objective is to contribute to the development of com-
munities, primarily by means of connecting them.  
 

He volunteered at Pine Woods Elementary School 
and with Habitat for Humanity in Lee County, he  
also participated in the Science Technology          
Engineering and Mathematics Camp at Florida Gulf 
Coast University. 
 

Franzo is the son of  Ivan Sokolic - Fort Myers Ops. 

Melissa graduated from   
Riverview High School and  
expects to attend University   
of Tampa with an anticipated  
major in the biomedical field. 
Her hope is to be either a     
Forensic Pathologist or an   
Anesthesiologist. 
 

She has the distinction of being 
in the National Honor Society 
and Spanish Honor Society, 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office Rising Stars, Leadership 

Award for Advanced Placement 
Human Geography, she  earned 2nd place in a Read-
ing Rumble competition, Homecoming Court and she 
earned  Riverview High School’s 2017 Principal’s 
Award 
 

Melissa enjoys photography, Ice skating, music, fash-
ion and dining at Cultural Establishments. 
 

Melissa is the daughter of Wayne Chin - Right of 
Way. 

Carl currently attends  
University of Florida with 
an anticipated major in 
computer engineering. 
 

His career objective is to 
design, construct and     
program different technol-
ogies. He’s currently     
focused on the field of  
artificial intelligence and    
robotics. 

Carl’s awards and distinctions include High Honors 
with Distinction, Excellence in Science - Advanced 
Placement Physics and the Superintendent’s Scholars 
Award. 
 

He enjoys computer programming, music and plays a 
variety of instruments, he was in high school march-
ing band for 2 years. 
 

Carl is the son of Chris Simpron - Intermodal        
Systems Development. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Gators
http://www.prepsportswear.com/college/us/Florida/Florida-Gulf-Coast-University-Eagles-Fort-Myers.aspx?schoolid=2691037
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Gators
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Gators
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 Congratulations to All 

“spotlight” employees  

Belinda Thomas 
Danielle Rose 
Joe Was  
John Albers    

Lisa Revell-Petro 
Patrick Bateman 
Robin Stevens 
Scott Tanner 

 

Captain Innovator WANTS YOUR IDEA.   
Ideas can be submitted at the link below: 

  

http://fdotsp.dot.state.fl.us/sites/executive/Innovators/SitePages/Home.aspx  

Jennifer McKinney 
and  

Justin Reck  
 

Jim create an interactive version of an        
existing Work Program Code Sheet.  

  
He also created a voice-over synchronized 

PowerPoint presentation to explain to   
users how to utilize the new document.   

Jennifer and Justin submitted their  
Mast Arm Mounted  Pedestrian/Crosswalk 

Lighting suggestion. 
 

Approving the use of LED horizontally 
mounted street lights or bars on the        

underside of the mast arms to provide 
added illumination.  

 Jim Martin 

 

http://bellevueseniorcommunitycenter.com/spotlight-sponsors
http://fdotsp.dot.state.fl.us/sites/executive/Innovators/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://fdotsp.dot.state.fl.us/sites/executive/Innovators/
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Town Hall with Secretary Mike Dew  

Employees from the District Headquarters and our Satellite offices joined Secretary Dew during his visit to District One 

and extend thanks for his candor while answering a wide range of questions posed to him. The Secretary invited all 

employees to ask questions, and there were quite a few. The questions covered a variety of topics including rate,   

technology and training, SunRail, High Speed Rail, Tolls and Managed lanes, Gas tax, Autonomous vehicles, Safety and 

Law Enforcement, and Distracted Driving just to name a few.  
 

The questions continued for the duration of the Town Hall. Some questions that resonated with the many related to 

mission critical travel approvals and employee health insurance benefits.   
 

Secretary Dew stressed the importance of asking the questions so he could get a good feel for the things that are    

important to us.  A couple questions focused on employee salaries.  He impressed upon us that his feelings on finding 

the right balance while maximizing rate and being good stewards of the state funds entrusted to us. He made a com-

ment on the discontinuing of step increases, which drew applause and he continued to speak on several other topics.  
 

When asked, the Secretary told us a little bit about himself, encouraged us continue to ask the questions that matter to 

us and he shared; if he doesn’t have the answer to a specific question, he will work to get it. 

 

A short video was shared with the Secretary as a welcome to the District One family:  Welcome Secretary Dew 

http://d1-sp.d1.dot.state.fl.us/Pages/dewvisit.aspx
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Jim Martin, Local Program Coordinator, presented four    
railroad crossing safety training classes to 1,100 Orange 
County Public School (OCPS) bus drivers, route planners 
and managers at the Orange County Convention Center on August 7, 2017.  The  
training included videos, slides and discussions on how the OCPS Transportation   
Department can have a pro-active approach to railroad crossing safety. 
 

Jim has been a volunteer for Operation Lifesaver Inc. for more than seven years. He 
has made hundreds of presentations during that time to civic organizations, student drivers education classes, 
elementary students, several public transit agencies (LYNX, Votran, MVTransportation) and other central 
Florida school districts transportation departments. 
 

Operation Lifesaver is a national nonprofit public safety education and awareness organization dedicated to 
reducing collisions, fatalities and injuries at highway-rail crossings and trespassing on or near railroad 
tracks.  Operation Lifesaver, Inc. is worked in partnership with the Florida Department of Transportation,  the 
U.S. Department of Transportation and other organizations to observe the first national Rail Safety Week 
(RSW), September 24-30, 2017. 
 

While the number of highway-rail crossing collisions, deaths and injuries has dropped over the past five     
decades, it’s still a startling fact that about every three hours in the U.S., a person or vehicle is hit by a train. 
The goal of RSW is to raise awareness across the United States of the need for rail safety education and     
empower the general public to keep themselves safe near highway-rail grade crossings and railroad rights-of-
way. 
 

For more information about Operation Lifesaver, go to https://oli.org. 

  

Jim Martin Presents. . .  

Greg Bowne, Kat Chinault, Rov Churaman, Dennis Day, Leighton Elliott, Sharon L. Harris, Trisha Hartzell, Chris Heihle, 
Stacy Hill, Susan Hindman, Joel Hobbs, David Jones, Eliode Joseph, Melody Joyner, John Kubler, Roxanne Lake,  
Brandy Lancaster, Nic Leon, Elizabeth Leopold, Joe Michael, Erik Padron, Mikayla Register, Jamie Reyes, Zach Roach, 
Cheryl Sanchious, Kayla Sapp, Francisco Walle, Jr., Steve Walls, David Wheeler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certified Public Managers 

https://oli.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiY9L3csvLVAhXEeSYKHb4gBqoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcpm.fsu.edu%2F&psig=AFQjCNFccyTHC0FuVvawlqhavdl1PTGLgw&ust=1503750857348258
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Nathan Kautz, P.E.,  
 

                      Access Management Engineer, 
 Traffic Operations, received his  

Master of Science  
 in Engineering Management Degree 

from University of South Florida. 
 
 

Athena Taskinen 
 

Daughter of Kimberly Taskinen, District Estimates is a 2017 
graduate of Fort Meade Senior High School and Polk 
State Collegiate High School. She completed her high 
school education with high honors and received her AA  
Degree on May 4, 2017.   
 

Athena’s main focus is  Psychology. She is cur-
rently enrolled at University of South Florida  
(Go Bulls!)  in pursuit of her Bachelor’s Degree  
in her focus field.  

Anthony “Prince” Sullivan 
 

Prince graduated on August 5, 2017 with a     
Bachelor of Science degree in Finance.  
He plans to attend Nova Southeastern University 
to attain a Master of Business Administration     
(MBA) degree, with a concentration in Data   
Analytics in January 2018. 
 

Prince is the son of very proud mom,               
Shuana “Sonshine” Dupree, District Utilities.  

 

Vishaka Shiva Raman 
 

ISD, graduated with a Master of Urban and Regional Planning    
degree from University of South Florida, Tampa in August 2017.  
Before joining District 1 Systems Planning group in December 2016, 
she worked as an intern with District 7 while pursuing her Master’s 
degree. 
 

Vishaka  also has a Master of Civil Engineering degree from USF 
which she completed in 2007. She’s passionate about planning for 
the community as well as utilizing her research and engineering 
background in finding solutions to the problems in the District. 

http://sftampa.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/South_Florida_Bulls_Multi_Color_Logo_Pennant_from_Collegiate_Pacific/ProductDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=15056&catalogId=10001&productId=400000006817
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By Keith Robbins, District Freight Coordinator 

 
Hello, District One!  Summer went by in a flash and another citrus season is now here.  

Even more important, college football is finally here!  As exciting as all these happenings 
are they don’t compare to the ever-changing and moving forward world of freight. Central 

Florida is a major hub of freight logistics for Florida, and as such is a hub of a significant 

amount of trucking.  Engaging with the trucking industry is a key component of the respon-
sibilities of the Freight Coordinator. Helping them to stay abreast on major issues from our 

end, but also allowing us to gain valuable feedback from them is a primary goal of engage-

ment with this large and growing industry sector. At the end of August, we held the 3rd    
Annual District One Freight Trucking Forum. Here’s a look at some of the items discussed 

and the turnout we had this year... 
 Guest speakers included the Commander of the 

Special Operations Division for the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office, the CEO of the Florida Trucking 

Association, a Professor from Florida Polytechnic 

University, a Crime Prevention Specialist from 
the PCSO, Florida Highway Patrol, and the FBI.  

Speakers from our District One staff included  

Director of Operations Rick Lilyquist, Nathan 
Kautz from Traffic Operations, Ron Parasram 

(Freight Intern), and yours truly.   

One of the highlights of this year’s forum was the 

presentation on Autonomous/Connected Vehicles 
(AV) and the Potential Impacts on Trucking.  During 

the week prior to the forum it was announced Tesla 

would reveal their fully autonomous semi in Septem-
ber this year – an announcement anticipated to rock 

the trucking industry.  The speaker noted it is likely 

that advances in AV technology and policy will ena-
ble this to reach 100% of new vehicle sales with a 

minimum price premium within the next 20 years.  

He discussed the impacts of this on items near and dear to DOT planners like parking, city landscapes, 
highway travel, and final mile approaches.  Stay tuned to this fast-changing industry for how it may/will 
affect you in the near future! 
 

The forum closed with an interactive exercise where the attendees developed ideas for addressing the criti-
cal problem of truck parking.  Concepts for creating new parking opportunities range in the arena of FDOT 
to local economic development organizations.  We’ll see how some of these may pan out in the next couple 
of years.   
 

Up next is our fall meeting of the US 27 Working Group and a Freight Summit hosted by the Polk TPO.  
Until next time, I’ll see you on the road as we continue to tell the freight story in District One!  
   
Other materials and information on freight and logistics in District One can be found at http://

freightmovesflorida.com/local-regional-initiatives/dfc-interactive-map/district-1/.   

http://freightmovesflorida.com/local-regional-initiatives/dfc-interactive-map/district-1/
http://freightmovesflorida.com/local-regional-initiatives/dfc-interactive-map/district-1/
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James Martin, son of Jim Martin (Local  
Agency Programs), began Warrant  Officer 
Flight Training at the US Army Aviation  
Center of Excellence, Fort Rucker, Dothan, 
Alabama on October 1, 2017. 

Burke Martin, son of Jim Martin (Local    
Agency Programs) re-enlisted in the US 
Navy as a Nuclear Electronics Technician 
E-5, at  Norfolk Naval Shipyard, in     
Portsmouth, Virginia on July 28, 2017. 

Martin Brothers; Thank you for your service to our country! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“The harder you work,  
the harder it is to surrender."  

- Vince Lombardi  
 

 

Melody Barwick 
 

35 years of service. 

Mary Ann Rodgers 
 

35 years of service. 
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Cheers to Legal for obtaining a victory in a non
-jury trial earlier this year, where the opposing 
attorney sought $455,000 in attorney’s fees 
and DOT sought to pay $82.50.   Judge’s ruling 
$82.50!  This trial was the second trial on this 
case.  Credit goes to the whole legal team with 
special mention of Andrew DeNering, Ken  
Hadley, and Allison Eldridge who worked tire-
lessly on this effort; and special recognition of 
Nicole Mills who provided valuable testimony. 
 
This story starts like all DOT stories; DOT want-
ed to build a road.  To build the road, DOT 
needed land or the project was dead.  Like 
many property owners, these owners did not 
want to sell their land. Ultimately, a lawsuit was 
filed asking the court to award DOT title to the 
land in exchange for full compensation for the 
land taken.   
 
The take was roughly 16.9 of 272 acres.  During 
the first trial, the owners demanded well over 
$5,000,000 v. DOT’s value for the property at 
$167,700 plus $391,000 for cure.   The property 
owners exercised their right to a 12 person jury 
trial to determine the amount of full compen-
sation for the property taken.   
The jury trial resulted in a verdict of $1,000,000. 
 
Litigation continued including entry of a final 
judgment, settlement of expert fees, and medi-
ation on supplemental fees.  

In June of this year, a non-jury trial was held to determine the amount  
of supplemental attorney’s fees.  The attorney for the property owner 
claimed he was entitled to $455,000 extra in fees by obtaining non-  
monetary benefits for the property owners worth over $2,000,000.       
He claimed that but for his efforts, DOT would not  agree to allow the 
property owners to have a directional opening which added over 
$2,000,000 in value to the property.   
 
DOT did allow a directional opening since the property met normal 
spacing standards and the property owners agreed to pay for the        
directional opening and file for the permit.  DOT agreed to waive the 
$250 filing fee, so a nonmonetary benefit of $82.50 was created.  The 
Judge awarded $82.50 because the benefit could not be quantified    
with reasonable certainty beyond that amount.  More litigation  followed 
but the court re-affirmed its decision to award $82.50.  
 
But it’s not over yet, in August we received a claim for more supple-
mental fees so the saga continues.  

Andrew “Andy” DeNering 

Kenneth “Ken” Hadley 

Allison Eldridge 

http://www.imgforu.com/wall/laws-clipart/


           
District  -  Jeff Mednick 

 Transportation Development 
Patrick Bateman, Lisa Revell-Petro 

  Transportation Operations 
  Lee Johnson, Grayson O’Cain, Todd Adams, Sebastian Turley  

  Transportation Support  
Cindy Casperson, Shontell English Jones 

District  -  Robin Stevens 
  Transportation Development  

Wayne Shelton, Chris Simpron, Jeff James, Tim Funk 
 Transportation Operations 

Cindy Holbrook, Sebastian Turley, Heather Young, Sharon Harris, Sharon Smith 
     Transportation Support 

Brianne Frazier, Andrew DeNering 

District  -  Justin Merritt 
    Transportation Development    

Ashley Stricklin, Lisa Revell-Petro, Cynthia Sykes, Sharon Douberley 
     Transportation Operations 

Sebastian Turley, Ashley Stricklin, Cher Myers 
    Transportation  Support 

Allison Eldridge 

1st Edition                                                                                        Page  14 

 



 

     (July, August, September) 

5 Years 

10 Years 

15 Years 

20 Years 

25 Years 

30 Years 

35 Years 

 40 Years 

None this quarter 

None this quarter 

James Myers 

Lori Spruce 

Michael Peeples 
Wayne Shelton 
Scott Sikorski 

Bill Adams 
Roberta Schwing 

Barbie Litzler Coral Albert 

Bill Hartmann 
Joel Hobbs 
Kacey Blocker 
Joe Michel 
Sara Stevenson 

Steve Walls 
Jill Taylor 
Gerardo Marines 
Brian Penny 
Christy Harrison 

          This  
quarter’s  
mile post  

anniversaries 
represent  

 

years of  
combined 
employee  
service! 
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Jos Thomas 
Gary Bremer 
Kevin Ingle 

Michail Swailes 
Alton Williams 

http://www.teachersparadise.com/c/colorful-cutouts-traffic-signs-asst
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Baby’s Name:  Marcus Henry Maddox 

Proud Parents:  Angela and James Maddox, Fort Myers Materials  
Date of Birth:  June 20,2017 

Location:   Health Park Medical Center, Fort Myers, FL 
Time of Birth:  5:21 p.m.  

Weight:  6 lbs., 12 oz.     

Length:  20 inches 

 

  

Banks Harvey Norris  

Kyle and Brittany Norris, Financial Services  

July 13, 2017 

Winter Haven Women's Hospital, Winter Haven, FL 

8:53 a.m.

lbs., 7 oz.    

inches

Baby’s Name:   Emery June Hedgepeth   

Proud Parents:  Elaina and Trevor Hedgepeth  

Proud Grandparents:  Ron and Sheila Towns, Legal Department 

Date of Birth:   June 23, 2017  

Location:  Banner University Hospital, Phoenix, AZ   

Time of Birth:  5:52 p.m.  

Weight:  8 lbs., 1 oz.     

Length:  20 inches 

 

 

Baby’s Name:  Malakai Jaxon Ruth  

Proud Parents:  Devante’ and Roni Ruth   

Proud Grandparents:   Les and Caryn Ruth, Bartow Operations Center 

Date of Birth:   August 12, 2017 

Location:  Lakeland Regional Medical Center, Lakeland, FL 

Time of Birth:  8:32 a.m. 

Weight:  5 lbs., 1 oz. 

Length:  18 1/2  inches 
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Baby’s Name:  Fletcher Ridge Davis 

Proud Parents: Emily and Steven Davis, Senior P.E. Trainee 
Date of Birth:  September 5, 2017 

Location:   Lakeland Regional Health, Lakeland, FL 
Time of Birth:  2:26 p.m.  

Weight:  8 lbs., 4 oz.     

Length:  20.5 inches  

 

  

Baby’s Name:  Zoe Caroline Burch 

Proud Parents:  Jen and Zac Burch, Public Information Office 

Date of Birth:   September 19, 2017 

Location:   NCH Birthplace, Naples, FL 

Time of Birth:  6:36 p.m. 

Weight:  8 lbs., 3 oz. 

Length:  19 3/4 inches 

Baby’s Name:   Samuel Allen Kautz 

Proud Parents:  Kelly and Nathan Kautz, Traffic Operations 

Proud Grandparents:  Nan and Mike Kautz, Traffic Operations 

Date of Birth:  September 1, 2017  

Location:  Winter Haven Women’s Hospital, Winter Haven, FL 

Time of Birth:  10:59 p.m. 

Weight: 6 lbs. 9 oz.  

Length:  18.5 inches 

 

 

Baby’s Name:   Rory Isaac Sullivan 

Proud Parents:   Anthony “Lucky” Sullivan and Jenifer Jimenez Sullivan  

Proud Grandparents:  Shuana “Sonshine” Dupree, District Utilities 

Date of Birth:  March 21, 2017  

Location:   St. Joseph Hospital, Nashville, TN 

Time of Birth:   5:41 p.m. 

Weight:  7 lbs.  7 oz.  

Length:  19 inches 



 

Jason  

Jordan 

District  
Materials 

Office 

Nikki 

Hart 

Bartow 
Operations 

Center 

Cindy  

Butler 

Financial 
Services 

Office 

Jessica 

Sweat 
Legal 

Department 
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Bryson 

Simpson 

Bartow 
Operations 

Center 

Thomas  

Gibson 

Heartland 
Operations 

Arcadia 

Gerald 

Burns 

Manatee 
Operations 

Center 

Jennifer  

Hirshberger 

District 
Materials 

Office 

Dave  

Morgan 

Fort Myers 
Materials 
Office 

Toni 

Giffin 

Environmental 

Management 

Office 

Richard 

Oxley 

Fort Myers 
Operations 

Center 

Kadeazia 

Richardson 
Procurement 

Services 
Unit 

Samuel 

St Hilaire 

Roadway 

Design 

Joey  

Hurst  

Bartow 
Operations 

Center 

Timothy 

Change  

Manatee 

Operations 
Center 

Welcome to District One! 
We hope you’re  excited about the opportunities that await you and we wish you growth and success.  

The Department employees welcome you, your new and  innovative ideas and trust you already feel       
welcomed by  your new friends and coworkers. 
Congratulations on your new career path, we wish you a happy and long-term stay. 

Karissa 

McCaw 

District 
Materials 
Office 

Marc 

Richard 
Fort Myers 

Operations 

Center 

Claude “CJ” 

Jones 
Bartow 
Operations 

Center 

David  

Smith 

Bartow 
Operations 

Center 

Joel 

Sevilla 

Facilities  

Management 

Timothy 

Smith 

Manatee 
Operations 

Center 


